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The Women's Research Initiative on HIV/AIDS (WRI) conducted its annual meeting May 2-5, 2019. The
WRI 2019 meeting, Women Living with HIV over the Long Term and Across the Lifespan, broadly
addressed issues related to long-term experiences with HIV across the lifespan, including those
relevant to older women who are aging with HIV and younger women who acquired HIV perinatally or
as young children and have now been living with HIV for decades.

The WRI 2019 featured a variety of presentations by experts, which reviewed the most recent science
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on sex differences related to long-term survival with HIV, investigated what is known and unknown
about the psychosocial and structural factors influencing the experiences of women over the long term,
discussed the role of resilience in long-term survival with HIV, and investigated quality-of-life indicators
for women living with HIV over the long term. The meeting focused on the importance of addressing
women's lived experiences across all levels of research, policy, and programming. As with all WRI
meetings, WRI 2019 also focused on identifying actions that individual WRI members can take to
address gaps in research and care related to the long-term health and well-being of women living with
HIV.
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View the 2019 WRI Issue Brief: Women Living with HIV over the Long Term and Across the
Lifespan

View photos from the 2019 WRI meeting on our Facebook page

In the context of current policy initiatives to "end the HIV epidemic," focusing on women who have been
living with HIV over the long term makes it clear that viral suppression—the endpoint highlighted in these
initiatives—is only one important metric of success. Moreover, viral suppression will not be sustained
unless other medical, psychological, and social issues affecting the lives of women are addressed. If we
hope to truly change the course of the HIV epidemic, it is imperative to attend to the full range of
women's lived experiences at all levels of research, policy, and programming.

The WRI identified a number of research, policy, and advocacy gaps that need to be addressed (please
see the WRI 2019 issue brief). The WRI is committed to working collectively with all relevant
stakeholders, including WRI members to advance these efforts.
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University of California San Francisco Dawn Averitt*
Women's Research Initiative on HIV/AIDS John Brooks, MD
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DAIDS, NIAID, NIH Celeste Watkins-Hayes, PhD
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Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth Julie Womack, PhD
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